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WHITE CORELLAS 
Grievance 

MR A. KRSTICEVIC (Carine) [9.08 am]: Whether we live in Carine, Wembley, Woodlands, Joondalup, 
Guildford or many other suburbs throughout the metropolitan area we are subjected to the invasion of white 
corellas. I make this grievance today to the Minister for Environment. I have received numerous complaints from 
many of my constituents, including a constituent who lives in Carine who wrote — 

We live in Davallia Road, not far from the Carine Glades shopping centre and over the last few years 
have noticed an increase in the corella population. The birds are not native to WA and as an invasive 
species, have effectively replaced all native WA birds (galahs, twenty eighters, kookaburras, etc). As 
you know, Davallia Road and the local shopping area is lined with gum trees. The birds have taken over 
and because of the lights at the shopping centre, they remain noisy throughout the night.  

This season is the worst we have experienced with an almost uninterrupted excruciating cacophony of 
loud screeching. This morning at dawn, the trees opposite the shopping centre were white with birds 
and later in the morning the northern part of the Carine open space was covered with corellas. 
… 
The birds congregate for a very lengthy period, and the number is increasing. They are destroying our 
native flora and fauna and a culling programme must be implemented. … It may also be a good idea to 
record some noise levels overnight. The decibels exceed that of a noisy party! 

I wrote to the Minister for Environment seeking a solution to this issue on behalf of my constituents, and while 
he agreed in principle that these birds have been identified as a nuisance to local communities and that they pose 
a threat to local native birds through competition for nesting hollows, it does not appear to be an issue that the 
Department of Environment and Conservation is aggressively pursuing, for a number of reasons. First is the 
issue of public acceptance. In the past there has often been local community opposition to corella control, which 
may involve trapping or netting the birds prior to humane destruction. Second, permission must first be obtained 
from the local government prior to undertaking corella control programs and can be conducted only where it is 
safe to do so. Third, as the corella population moves around the metropolitan area it may be difficult to know 
which specific site can be targeted to achieve successful trapping or netting of these birds. Fourth, in some 
situations local residents may attract corellas by providing them with food, although this is actively discouraged 
by the Department of Environment and Conservation. Fifth, research is currently being undertaken to better 
understand the movement patterns of corellas so that control efforts may be better targeted in the future. 

Another constituent decided to treat her mother to dinner at Vincenzo’s Mediterranean Restaurant, which is 
located on the outside of the Carine Glades Shopping Centre. They arrived for dinner while it was still light and 
sat in the enclosed outdoor section to enjoy what was a lovely dinner until dusk when the white corellas appeared 
in the trees located in the car park of the shopping centre. Their squawking noise was extremely loud and very 
distracting. A car parked under one of those trees is lucky not to receive numerous deposits from these birds, as 
indicated by the layer of droppings on the asphalt. Chris Heystek, the owner of Vincenzo’s restaurant, is 
concerned about the birds roosting in these trees and causing health issues with their droppings. 

The problem birds appear to be little corellas, a species that appears to originate from the arid and semi-arid 
regions of inland Australia. Much like kangaroos, their original range before settlement is subject to debate. 
Some say that little corellas are expanding coastward in many parts of Australia. The little corella is the most 
widely distributed of the three corella species found in Australia. The little corella is so common that it has 
become something of a pest throughout much of Australia. The trees in which they perch for the night are often 
destroyed little by little because they chew the bark off the smaller branches. They congregate in flocks of up to 
several thousand birds. They generally roost in trees overnight and then fly off to feed in the early morning and 
late afternoon with an almost deafening screeching. 

The Cities of Stirling and Joondalup have advised me that they do not undertake the culling of native wildlife as 
this is the domain of the Department of Environment and Conservation. In the past there have been cullings 
when the numbers of these birds increased to a point at which they were deemed to be an unacceptable problem. 
Some people put these birds in the same basket as rabbits, foxes and other introduced European animals that 
have become a nuisance throughout Australia. 

It has previously been reported that the noises made by flocks of the little corella exceed the levels recommended 
by the World Health Organization guidelines to avoid sleep disturbance and annoyance. This fact appears to be 
confirmed by my constituents who are having a terrible time trying to get some sleep in their homes. I am sure 
that everyone would agree that this is an intolerable situation for anyone to have to endure. A common complaint 
made by early settlers of Australia was that these birds do not sing—rather, they squawk. Studies by the 
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Department of Environment and Conservation through the tagging of individual birds have determined that the 
white corella movement is regional. For example, birds caught and tagged in the City of Stirling have been found 
around the wetlands in the City of Joondalup. Therefore, the culling strategy employed is based on targeting the 
main congregation sites of the white corellas throughout the metropolitan region with the expectation of reducing 
overall numbers throughout the region over time. 

For public safety and ethical reasons, the strategy normally employed is to undertake culling in secluded reserves 
away from direct public view. Key culling areas selected by the City of Stirling include Carine Regional Open 
Space, Lake Karrinyup Country Club golf course and Herdsman Lake. Apart from these, I understand that there 
are a number of other strategically located reserves within local government areas neighbouring the City of 
Stirling. The work within the City of Stirling is supported by the city in terms of the supply of grain that is used 
for baiting. The birds that are caught are taken away by the Department of Environment and Conservation. The 
City of Stirling has confirmed that this problem has increased dramatically since the birds first appeared in the 
metropolitan region some 20 years ago. 

As it would appear that the number of these birds is increasing throughout the metropolitan area and causing 
distress for many people, I would like to see an increase in resourcing levels to more effectively deal with this 
growing problem. I believe it is also reasonable to request that a more effective and coordinated cull be 
undertaken by the Department of Environment and Conservation throughout the metropolitan area as soon as 
possible. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Carine, before the minister answers, this sounds like Alfred Hitchcock’s movie 
The Birds! 

MR A.P. JACOB (Ocean Reef — Minister for Environment) [9.15 am]: On that note, I thank the member for 
Carine for providing some notice of his grievance. The member is correct in that little corellas and eastern long-
billed corellas are not native to southern Western Australia, although they are native Australian birds. I will 
address that later. Both species of corellas have certainly well and truly established themselves in the Perth 
metropolitan area, predominantly as a result of having escaped people’s aviaries. Having had one as a pet for a 
while, they make good pets as long as they do not get away! They have been identified as causing social, 
economic and environmental impacts—that is well recognised. They are a nuisance in the Perth metropolitan 
area because, as the member for Carine said, they are noisy and they cause damage, particularly to grassed areas 
such as golf courses and sporting fields. Certainly issues have been raised about that sort of damage. They cause 
economic impacts, particularly due to the damage they cause to primary food production and residential gardens. 
They are particularly a pest for orchard owners and fruit producers in the area and present a risk to native 
wildlife by competing for not only limited food but also nesting hollows. They pose the threat of disease and can 
crossbreed. Current estimates suggest that there are probably more than 5 000 little corellas in the Perth 
metropolitan area with satellite populations established in other regions, such as the Peel region, which the 
Minister for Health mentioned earlier. They are certainly expanding in number and in areas. The Department of 
Environment and Conservation has been undertaking control programs in Guildford, Maylands and Busselton 
and has developed an effective technique for the humane control of these corellas, for the managers of land in 
places in which they are causing issues. I should stress that the site to which the member for Carine referred is 
not a Department of Environment and Conservation site; rather, it is a private shopping centre, and 
Davallia Road is a City of Joondalup street. It has lemon-scented gums on the median strip and is a very nice 
street. The member is aware that the Department of Environment and Conservation has undertaken limited 
trapping in the Carine woodlands and at Wembley Golf Course. Those efforts have been part of early 
experimental programs. The Department of Environment and Conservation is only too happy to work with and 
provide advice to relevant local government authorities and to work with and provide advice in the training of 
commercial animal fauna control experts for control programs. The Department of Environment and 
Conservation has also undertaken the training of commercial animal providers in these techniques, and it is very 
keen to provide advice for local government when requested. I do not think local government can wash its hands 
of this issue entirely. We are keen to work with it to tackle this challenge. A lot of local governments will be 
facing this problem.  

Control programs are undertaken in places if the department has the permission of land managers, remembering 
that this particular site is not on or around Department of Environment and Conservation land, when there is no 
risk to the public in doing so—that is a key consideration—and when it is unlikely to cause public concern for 
the birds by impacting on the sensitivities of bystanders, which is also a key issue. They are Australian birds and 
for every constituent who wants to see us tackle the problem and reduce their numbers—I agree that they are not 
native to this area and that we need to get on top of their population—equally, just as many people would not 
want us to kill native Australian birds and would get quite upset if they came across it. It was interesting earlier 
when the member read a constituent’s letter that said corellas were pushing out native birds such as kookaburras. 
I do not believe that kookaburras are native to the area either! People in the community will generally be aware 
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of what constitutes a native Australian bird and may not be aware of what is endemic to the local area. The 
sensitivities of local bystanders are a big consideration, particularly in built-up urban areas, such as in and 
around the Carine Glades Shopping Centre, and that is part of the challenge of tackling this program, particularly 
in the metropolitan area.  
As I said earlier, these species are native to Australia, so they are afforded a measure of protection under the 
Wildlife Conservation Act 1950. As such, a damage licence is required from the Department of Environment and 
Conservation for anybody, be it a private contractor or a local government, to undertake any control measures. 
The matter of restrictions around suitable sites, as I have mentioned, often results in community opposition at a 
certain level. This means the effectiveness of the program and site-specific control can be extremely difficult, 
particularly in urban areas. The species do move seasonally, and they are expected to vacate their current roost 
sites in June, so there may be some reprieve for the people in and around Carine Glades Shopping Centre, but I 
acknowledge that the birds will simply move to other areas and cause similar issues there. They may even fly 
north and land in the electorate of Ocean Reef!  
The provision of food to these birds is also actively discouraged by the Department of Environment and 
Conservation, particularly in areas where they have been identified as a nuisance, and the department certainly 
encourages people in a domestic setting, where possible, to net fruit trees and reduce the ability of corellas to 
scavenge for food and become a nuisance so that they move on to other areas. 
I note that the member for Joondalup has come into the chamber, and add that the corellas have also moved into 
Neil Hawkins Park. People were once able to go to that park and put out their arms and twenty-eights would land 
on them, especially if there was a bit of grain in their hands. That was part of the culture up there. But the 
corellas, pigeons and seagulls have well and truly pushed them out.   
The Department of Environment and Conservation is communicating with the City of Joondalup about licensing 
controls for nuisance corellas. It is also consulting with the Department of Agriculture and Food and the Western 
Australian Local Government Association in an attempt to develop a long-term integrated and collaborative 
strategy. A collaborative strategy will be needed because both local government and the Department of 
Agriculture and Food have a role to play in this matter. I thank the member for Carine for raising the grievance 
with me.  
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